OLIVE
an excellent soldier himself, called Clive "A man of un-
daunted resolution, of a cool temper and of a presence of
mind that never left him." The Sepoys adored him.
Hive, soon fell ill of another nervous fever and was sent up
the coaat to Bengal to recuperate; and on his return to
Fort Rt David he was promoted captain. The English
authorities there were endeavouring to relieve Trichinopoly,
where one of their native allies was besieged by a rival,
Chanda Sahib, who was supported by Dupleix, the French
Governor of Pondicherry. The English were not doing
well; BO to create a diversion Clive suggested an attack
on Arcot, the capital of the Carnatio, as the eastern sea-
coast of the Deccan was then called. His advice was
accepted; and he was sent in command of the raid with
200 English, 200 Sepoys and 3 guns. By a coup de main he
occupied the fort and then followed up and defeated the
retreating garrison. This move forced Chanda Sahib to
transfer a large portion of his forces from Trichinopoly to
Arcot, where he was twice beaten by Clive, who later
withstood a siege of fifty days with far less troopss guns
and supplies than his enemy; and eventually both the
French and native commanders capitulated. By this
success and by Olive's personal bravery British prestige
in the South of India was raised to a great height; he had
been constantly in the front line, inspiring his men and
running every risk. But the effects of the campaign again
tolrl upon his health; and in 1753 he was given sick leave
to return to England. Before sailing he married Margaret
Maskelyne, a sister of the comrade with whom he had
escaped from Madras and daughter of a Wiltshire gentle-
man* He was just twenty-seven years old.
Clive was received with acclamation by the directors
of the East India Company in London, Traders them-
selves, they were mainly concerned with their own profits,
and they welcomed the advent of a young servant who
evidently had military and diplomatic as well as
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